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with Best Practices from Peer, Developed Countries

Executive Order #14407

Date Issued: May 29, 2026
Topic: Health

WHAT DOES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER DO?

e This executive order directs federal health agencies to review and
potentially revise the United States childhood and adolescent vaccine
schedule based on recommendations contained in a Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) scientific assessment comparing U.S.
vaccination practices with those of other developed countries.

e The order states that the United States currently recommends more
childhood vaccine doses than peer nations and calls for alignment with
what the administration describes as international best practices. It
directs the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and its
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) to review the
assessment and consider updates to the vaccine schedule based on
current scientific evidence.

e The order also emphasizes parental authority and religious liberty,
directing federal agencies to ensure that vaccine-related policies
comply with legal protections related to religious freedom, disability
accommodations, and parental rights.

e The order specifies that all vaccines included on any CDC-approved
schedule should continue to be covered without cost-sharing through
private insurance, Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP), and the Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/05/realigning-united-states-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/05/realigning-united-states-core-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-with-best-practices-from-peer-developed-countries/
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HOW WILL THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER BE ENFORCED?

e The executive order directs the CDC and ACIP to conduct a formal review
of the HHS scientific assessment and the latest available clinical evidence
to determine whether modifications to the childhood vaccine schedule
are appropriate.

e Federal agencies must align their regulations, funding decisions,
insurance coverage requirements, and immunization-related programs
with any vaccine schedule ultimately recommmended by ACIP and
adopted by the CDC.

e The order also directs HHS to communicate the findings of the scientific
assessment to state governments and public health officials so that
states may consider the assessment when evaluating their own
vaccination laws and policies.

e Because ACIP recommendations play a central role in determining
vaccine coverage requirements under federal law, any changes adopted
through this process could influence how vaccines are administered,
scheduled, and promoted nationwide. However, the order does not itself
change vaccination requirements or coverage policies. Any modifications
would occur through the existing federal public health review process.
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HOW DOES THIS IMPACT BLACK COMMUNITIES?

e The impact of this executive order on Black communities will largely
depend on how federal health agencies ultimately revise the childhood
vaccine schedule and communicate those changes to the public.

e On one hand, this preserves a critical safeguard by ensuring that cost
does not become a barrier to immunization, and these programs have
historically helped reduce health disparities, particularly for Black children
who continue to face disproportionate barriers to healthcare access and
disparities in vaccine uptake. Maintaining no-cost coverage may
therefore help prevent new financial obstacles to vaccination. At the
same time, changes to long-standing vaccine recommendations could
create confusion and potentially increase vaccine hesitancy, especially in
Black communities where trust in public health institutions has been
shaped by a history of medical discrimination and unequal treatment.

e Without clear and culturally responsive outreach, uncertainty surrounding
vaccine guidance could contribute to lower vaccination rates and
increase the risk of vaccine-preventable illnesses. Research from the
World Health Organization identifies vaccine hesitancy as a top global
health threat, while the CDC emphasizes that clear, consistent
communication is essential to maintaining public confidence in
immunization programs.

e Historical experiences of medical racism, including events such as the U.S.
Public Health Service (U.S.)_Untreated Syphilis Study at Tuskegee, have
also contributed to longstanding distrust in public health systems among
Black Americans, a dynamic still documented in research. Without
culturally responsive outreach and trusted messengers, changes in
vaccine guidance risk deepening existing gaps in trust.
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https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2024/10/24/nx-s1-5162440/black-american-south-health-disparities-medicaid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-vaccines/study-shows-vaccine-uptake-disparities-among-black-white-americans
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-023-01532-w
https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/224795#google_vignette
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/224795#google_vignette
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9618913/
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HOW DOES THIS IMPACT BLACK COMMUNITIES?

e The order’'s emphasis on parental choice may appeal to some families
seeking greater involvement in healthcare decisions. However, choice
alone does not address the structural barriers that many Black families
face in accessing healthcare, including insurance coverage gaps,
transportation challenges, and provider shortages—factors that the CDC
previously identified as key drivers of unequal access to preventive care.
The long-term impact on Black commmunities will depend on whether
public health agencies maintain equitable access to vaccines, provide
clear information, and continue investing in the healthcare systems and
equity-focused strategies outlined in the WHO Immunization Agenda 2030
framework.

HOW ARE CBC MEMBERS RESPONDING?

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) have an established
record of speaking out in federal debates over childhood vaccine policy and
public health guidance, emphasizing the importance of scientific rigor,
transparency, and protecting access to evidence-based immunization
programs.

e In January 2026, CBC Chair Rep. Yvette D. Clarke joined House Energy and
Commerce Committee Democrats in a letter to the Acting CDC Director
expressing concern over changes to childhood vaccine
recommendations. The lawmakers emphasized the need for strong
scientific justification, transparency, and meaningful consultation with
public health experts and ACIP before implementing changes that could
affect immunization schedules and public trust in vaccines. Full Letter
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/basics/vaccine-equity.html
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/strategies/ia2030
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cdc.2025.1.14.letter-re-childhood-vaccination-schedule.he_.pdf
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