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Promoting Advanced Artificial Intelligence

Innovation and Security
Executive Order #14409

Date Issued: June 2, 2026
Topic: Artificial Intelligence, Technology, National Security

WHAT DOES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER DO?

* This executive order directs the federal government to accelerate
the use of advanced artificial intelligence in cybersecurity and to
coordinate national security action around increasingly capable Al
systems. It rests on the administration’s policy of promoting Al
innovation by “slashing the bureaucratic constraints that the prior
administration placed on America’s Al developers,” The order
frames Al governance around innovation, private-sector
collaboration, cyber defense, and protection of American
intellectual property from foreign adversaries.

* The order instructs agencies to harden government and private-
sector information systems against Al-enabled cyber threats.

* The order creates a new Al cybersecurity clearinghouse, led by the
Treasury Department in voluntary collaboration with the Al industry
and critical infrastructure operators, to coordinate the scanning,
discovery, and patching of software vulnerabilities. It names rural
hospitals, community banks, and local utilities as intended
beneficiaries of expanded federal cybersecurity tools, including
access to advanced Al models.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/06/promoting-advanced-artificial-intelligence-innovation-and-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/06/promoting-advanced-artificial-intelligence-innovation-and-security/
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WHAT DOES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER DO?

* The order establishes a voluntary framework for “covered frontier
model” deployment. Under it, Al developers may ask the federal
government to assess whether a model meets a classified cyber-
capability threshold, may give the government up to 30 days of pre-
release access to such models, and may collaborate to select
trusted partners for early access. The order expressly states that it
does not authorize any mandatory government licensing,
preclearance, or permitting requirement for Al model development
or release.

HOW WILL THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER BE ENFORCED?

* The order directs the Attorney General to prioritize enforcement
against anyone who uses Al to illegally access or damage computer
systems, including the use of Al agents to unlawfully obtain dataq,
under existing federal identity-fraud, computer-fraud, and wire-
fraud statutes.

* Most directives in Section 2 carry a 30-day deadline, including the
cyber-defense prioritization, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) Binding Operational Directives, the formation
of the Al cybersecurity clearinghouse, and an Office of Management
and Budget review of whether existing federal grant funding can be
redirected toward applicants developing Al vulnerability detection.
The frontier-model framework and benchmarking process carry a
60-day deadline, meaning concrete details could emerge as early
as July 2026.
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HOW WILL THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER BE ENFORCED?

* Within 30 days of the order’s sighing, the Committee on National
Security Systems must prioritize the cyber defense of National
Security Systems, and the Secretary of War must do the same for
Department of War information systems. On the same timeline, the
Department of Homeland Security, through CISA, must issue Binding
Operational Directives to expedite the defense of civilian federal
systems and expand Al-enabled defensive tools.

* Enforcement of the cybersecurity directives is carried out through
CISA Binding Operational Directives, which are mandatory for federal
civilian agencies, and through the National Security Agency (NSA)
and the Department of War for national security and defense
systems. The classified benchmarking process that defines a
covered frontier model is to be administered by the Director of the
NSA.

* The frontier-model engagement framework is voluntary, not
regulatory. Developers are not required to submit models for review,
and the order forecloses any mandatory licensing or preclearance
regime. Federal leverage, therefore, rests on incentives and
partnership rather than compulsion.

* The order expands the federal Al cybersecurity workforce. Within 60
days, the Office of Personnel Management must expand hiring and
placement pathways for the United States Tech Force Information
Cybersecurity Specialist role.

e Criminal enforcement under Section 4 relies on existing statutes (18
U.S.C. 1028, 1030, and 1343), which direct the Attorney General to
prioritize the prosecution of Al-enabled intrusions and Al-assisted
crimes rather than create new offenses.
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HOW DOES THIS IMPACT BLACK COMMUNITIES?

* The order’s direct effect on Black communities is less immediate
than its framing suggests, and it may carry a genuine benefit.
Ransomware and cyberattacks on hospitals, community banks, and
utilities harm the patients, customers, and residents who depend on
them, and stronger federal cyber defense of critical infrastructure is
a public good that reaches Black communities alongside everyone
else.

* The concern lies less in what the order does than in what it omits
and the deregulatory trajectory it extends. The order routes federal
Al policy entirely through national security, cybersecurity, and
innovation, with no mention of civil rights, algorithmic
discrimination, or equity. It is the latest step in a deliberate rollback.
On his first day in office in January 2025, President Trump rescinded
Executive Order 14110, the Biden-era order that was the only
comprehensive federal Al framework, requiring Al safeguards
consistent with the advancement of equity and civil rights. Federal
agencies, including the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
and the Department of Labor, have since withdrawn guidance on
Al-driven discrimination, leaving the documented harms below
without a federal check.

* Those harms fall heavily on Black Americans. The National Institute
of Standards and Technology found that many facial recognition
algorithms produce false-positive rates 10 to 100 times higher for
African American and Asian faces than for white faces in one-to-
one matching, and the highest false-positive rates of any group for
African American women in one-to-many database searches, with
consequences the agency warned could include false accusations.
Comparable disparate-impact patterns are documented in
algorithmic decisions about lending, hiring, and health care,
precisely the high-stakes areas this order leaves outside its scope.
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HOW DOES THIS IMPACT BLACK COMMUNITIES?

e |n addition, the order's named beneficiaries raise distributional
questions. By specifying rural hospitals, commmunity banks, and local
utilities as the intended recipients of expanded federal cybersecurity
tools and frontier-model access, the order does not name the urban
safety-net hospitals, minority depository institutions, or Historically
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) that disproportionately serve
Black communities. Whether federal cyber resources and advanced Al
access actually reach Black-serving institutions will depend on
implementation choices that the order does not specify.

* The expansion of the federal Al cybersecurity workforce is an
opportunity without an equity commitment. The order directs the
Office of Personnel Management to expand cybersecurity hiring
pathways but attaches no targeted recruitment from HBCUs, minority-
serving institutions, or other pipelines that would broaden access to
these federal roles for Black professionals.
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HOW ARE CBC MEMBERS RESPONDING?

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) have made
algorithmic discrimination a priority and have responded to the
administration’s deregulatory Al posture by pressing for the federal civil
rights guardrails that orders like this one decline to provide.

* Rep. Yvette D. Clarke (NY-09), Chair of the CBC, reintroduced the
Artificial Intelligence Civil Rights Act on December 2, 2025, alongside
CBC Members Rep. Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) and Rep. Summer
Lee (PA-12). The bill would prohibit Al systems that cause a
disparate impact in critical life areas, require testing of algorithms
before and after deployment, and increase transparency.
Announcing the bill, Clarke said: “We need to be able to trust that
when as we, as Black Americans, go to apply for a bank loan, secure
employment or even enter our own homes, we will not be denied on
the basis of algorithmic bias.” Full Statement
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